
from 20 to 40 lct, but it is very bard

from litiio and mineral substances, us
t.;ru water is therefore preferred for do

i:irtia use.. It is the bct in all coun

tiiou, but uioro indispensable ia Texas

tlinn in some others.
nre-emino- weitijn v w w - - w

Lelicve. in thin portion of Western
'JVxnu. an combining the grand esson- -

this of good oil, and sufficiency, of

timber and water, in convenient prox

itulty. There U alno au abundance of

bailding atone, of fine n nli'y, and easi-

ly worked. Stono ia alio uied exten-htc- Iv

for fencing.
POPULATION, ETC.

Tho population of the couo'y, as wo

havo said, was by the census of 1880

7,r")5, of whom 1479 aro colored. The

colored population is relatively decrcas

iug.aud the tendency is still steadily in

tho direction ot a decrease of that ele-

ment, The population, aside from

natives of Texas, is mostly from the

older Southern States, but nearly every

tato in the Union probably has its rep-

resentatives. Foreign-bor- n people are

rare, except Germans, who are more

numerous, and on tho increase, consti- -

inir mnst valuable element. The
M " -

total voto of the county, as shown by

tho combined vote for both the candi

dates for Governor in 1832, wa9 1411

Thn democratic majority ia large, but

they do very much as they please about
political matters, and it ought not to be

understood that persons ot different po

litififtl views, who take a moderate
course, and are good citizens, are not

,cq.'tf welcome Itia believed there
ia no disposition among tho better part
of tho peoplo to proscribe others on ac

count of either politics or religion.

SOCIETY. SCHOOLS, TAXES, ETC,

The county is noted for tho good

morals and intelligence of her people, as

a cencral rule. As to education, while
good privato schools are sustained, there

as yet no well organized systom of
public schools. Ample provision has
been made in the State by law for an ul-

timate large public school fund derived

from appropriations of the publio do-

main, but thus far, through official mis-

management and unfaithfulness, it has

not been made available The signs

lor the future, however, are more hope-

ful. Important amendments to the
Stato Constitution in the interest of

general education have just been adopt-

ed by a voto of the peoplo, and favorable
legislation had in the same direction.
The present Ftatus of tho schools of the
county will appear by the tabular state-

ment which wo publish in another col-

umn.
Taxes arc as follows : Stato advalo-.'5- 0

eti-- ', county advolorem 45 cts, State
poll 1.50, county poll 25 cts, County
occupation tax one half of State. Prior
to the building of tho new court house
last year, which cost about $30,000, the
county ffiis out of debt, and some $1400

of siid indebtedness has already been

paid. And the county now has a sur-

plus in several Fpecial departments of

revenue.
CLIMATE HEALTH.

Tho climate ii a great improvement on

that of tho Northern States, the winters
much rnildor and shorter, while

the summers, although long, and rather
enervating, aro not, owing to the prev-

alence ot tho Gulf breeze, fo oppressive
as they are. at times, at tho the North.
Th' nights are nearly always compara-
tively cool and plcatant. The range of

the thermometer is from 21) to 95 de-

crees above zero seldom as low as the
former, and not very often above the
hitter. Yet tho climate is not as perfect
as pome portions of California and Mex-

ico, but we think only second to them.
Purine tho winter and spring it is tho
mot clungoablo we havo ever known.
It exhibits, ia fact, all tho leading
characteristic of the Atlantio States
gen-Tally- only mitigated by latitude.
A pol ir wave at tho North ia nearly al-

ways speedily followed by a norther and
co'd ".-po-ll" proportionate to tho climate
hero, so that the state of the weather
Iitc is a pretty sure general index as to
whst it ii there. Frosts occur down to
the Srstof May, making the fruit crop
very uncertain, and necessitating fre-qa'- nt

roplanting of crops. Thus, be-tvrv- n

tho late frosts and drought,
lir-'in- gii rather jrectrbus. yet ooe
t'.ir U fa aiiptcd to another, that
there ii generally plenty and to spare
traduced. An 1 by adptinc the ystera
of farming to the scaoo, and adopting
irrvrovel mole of cultivation, no
doivt much larg?r crops rciy bo rega-

in'.-: The rainfall is abuci-r.t- ,

vrcrc it ir,U Jit!.-iln!-e I. bit it if
tut. The Llsck lind, which if prcva-K-2- t,

horover.itizli the drout won

derfully, but it is not of io warm a na

turc, oor bo ploasant to cultivate, as it
ia where there U more sand,

Before leaving the subject of climate,

it is but Just to say that were one half
the preparation mado to guard against
the inclemonoy of tho woatber that ia

made in colder climates, it would cause

it to bo almost unnoticed. Really com-

fortable bouses aro comparatively rare
iu Texas, and shelter for animals and

tho practico of foeding them, even moro
. .. 1 1 A -rare, i et mere aro a ays oere id wmier

and spring fierco northers' and chilling

rain storms following periods of quite
warm weather as hard on man and

beast as an; on earth. Han generally
escapes, but the poor animals often per

ish by scores. But let not the country

or climate be blamed for man s heartless
improvidence.

In point of heslthfulness, this county

will compare favorably wttn almost
any other located in so low a latitude.

There is scarcely any malarious disease,
?or there is very little to produce any.

Yet peoplo do manage to get sick and

ie here as well as in less favored climes,
thn the They are per

IIIO uujuiuiivu ,uw.v
appear bduubm

healthy.
most fatal
prevalent.

nnA..0 hn tho nnrn wtr man uuaai.UUUUJUUia ayyjuia ...v
Aaaa ihnnoh not Ifi lish below. ine

PRICES OP LAND AND IMPROVEMENTS

The of here, everywhere 5000 are inclosed. It embraces

else, varies according to the location
improvement, and manner ot than wnicn we

the finer view Texas
way from $5 to $50 per acre, and uniin

from $1 to $12, and most of it
can be on time to suit purchas-

ers. But and fair dealing with
prospective immigrants us to

that tho cost of making
improvements, principally fencing, is

that bv tho time they are made, un- -

improved land will havo cost the settler
not ltflB than $25 per acre. With the
advent of the railroad, however, the ex-

pense of fencing and building material
will diminish so that farms may be im

proved at considerably less cost. Here-

tofore, besides stone, the chief
forfenoing has been cedar, for rail and
picket fences, but the save for
posts, not sufficient and pine boards
brought from the eastern part ot the
State, are now found to be cheaper.
Hedtres of Osage orange will do admi
rably here, but the people so far, have
not had the time, skill or patience to
bring them to perfection.

Wo should state that the prices ot
lands above, refer to farming lands, and

that pasture lands in large quantities are
considerably cheaper. Timber lands are
worth from $5 to S25 por acre.

Sections Particularized
What we have said has mostly a gen

eral application to 'the county, Wo pro- -

coed to make some mention of

some of tho principal divisions or settle
ments.

Tho railroad, (International and
Great Northern) passes nearly through
tho center of the finest portion of the
county, composing the Union creek,
Mountain City and Stringtown settle
ments. these lU'their order.

STRIXOITOWX.

The first rudimentary range of moun
tains which runs diagonally through
Texas into Mexico, passes through Hays
county. They are continuous, high
rolling hills, six to eight hundred feet
above tho level of tho sea. Along tho

road from Austin to San Autonio, these
hills, covered with a heavy growth of
cedar and liye oak, extend most of the
way the right hand, constituting
sort of back-groun- d to the lovely, park
like prairies and beautiful farms which
lie basking in the sun's rays at their
feet.

For sixteen miles, San Mar-

cos and the Guadalupe river, which eep-crat-

Hays from county, these
settlements extend contiguously, and
hence tho name of "Stringtown" is ap-

plied to this of the county. The
residences arc for the most part tui't in

the elgo of the wooded hill,
the farms below. Few countries in

can surpass this and
many of our most prominent farmers
live in it. fctnnctowa settlement was

Pitts, gentleman of note, and on?- -

in-li- w, Jamcj L. Mabne and bamucl
Kone, continued to reside there a!o
John Ij. Conn ally, a noted raier cf te
horses, Mj. Ilnntcr, K. M.
and other prominent

CITT

And its environ. !ing in the
of Auitin. ranks

dirLion af tie
U titura'ly lovely and dcirab!e.

i,.inWB should say snot less innaw notice, aiming aajaceat portions rr
shir. The pencil of the finest .rlwt Gonzales and Bastrop, and
would fall far short of doing jusUoe

tfwl the grandest 8afe h that
the loveliness of thegentry, wmi. .

wo fc fc u n Texas.u,.a Mni:.t.i by scenery

.tann. n.i thA tasteful dwellings Hotes and Comments.

tho' industry, thrift and pro- - head we nball hastily

n
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Hera a . I

1 Ar tne ciutens. aro down some uhbuvuuuv iiium wwuiw tuo uuaaalnpe
school, and large surrounding oaT00ccured to since the-- foregoing amj embracing- - tho of. . tlid I . - I . - Will

ohurcb
population. A sort or aajunci article was I rivers ana the San Marcos, Bknrv,
..1.1 .t. mill ahons. ..wkin of our rivers we might , . "uw
BCiitomoot aru iuo iuui, r
etc, all maintained in regular old
SrtnfTiprn Bvle of Mai. Nanoe. whow.w. -- - - , 1 " ' .
has also built a handsome school and
churoh edifice. His of 10,000

Acroa in one body with 6,000 acres in

closed, surrounds his home, where
health, poaoe and plenty perennially

reign.
Kim Grove and Onion creek settle

ments are like unto Mountain City, with

variations. They lie nearer Austin.
PECAN SPRINGS AND SCIENCE IIALL

Iterjrescnt one of the very finest farm
ing of tho county, lying on the

boundarvof Caldwell. Pecan Springs
is the name of tho homestead of Col

Sled. in sicht of Kyle. His residence
is in a beautiful natural grove, which

U I

snrinirs are situated.
BU'i I - .

nntrv will no doubt Jess enniai, anaaiiora an
' - . . . . , It ror anu

X vv I -
verv oond coioneipou

say,

h:

I

I a
sessos estate eurrounaing ma
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Col. Sledge is a Mississippian of a

prominent and wealthy family, but came

to Texas with only $3000. lie came

hero from the Brazos, and has only been

in the county, some half dozen years.
He ia now the heaviest tax-pay- er the
county, and is prominent in all efforts

at improvement and progress.
Live Oak Springs is a similar place

near Kyle, the proprietor of which is C.
B. Donalson, one of our best and most
enterprising farmers. Our reporter has
never had the pleasure of visiting his
place, henoo cannot go into details.

Science Hall is the name of a noted
academy in this part of the county,
which has proved especially beneficial

to the community,
DOWN THE RIVER

From San Marcos extends another por
tion of the country of vast fertility and
wonderful beauty, also thickly settled.
Unfortunately, however, we oannot go

many miles in that direction without
getting beyond tho limits of the coun
ty. But portions of Caldwell and Gua
dalupe the Martindale and Jennings
neighborhoods, etc., naturally, by busi-

ness, and socially, belong to Hays.
They once applied to bo "annexed" to
us, and would have been but for the in

terference ot political aspirants, and we

think, upon just principles of "local self--

gouerument" ought be. If we could
swap" some of our mountainous region

for these rich and populous portions of
our sister counties, it would be a very
good exchange.

Tho Mountain Region of Hays County.
rrJoTinf tha font Tint fnllw tmn.

some
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We find we have not spoken of our

population. They are here
numbers, and since the

built here, they are
increasing in but are rather
trans ent their habit. iney ire
the lower class, and do the
more common and rougnerjoos

RsidU8 the black land, we have sev
eral other varieties of soil, all good and
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Rontiloa nnd vermin are much less

numerous and trnublesomo than is pop

to

ularly supposed abroad. we
here five years before... we chanced to
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see
a venomous reptile, inougn ranieBnoAes
and are not uncommon in
the mountains. centipede the

dangerous specimen of the vermin
tribe. House flies are far less numer-
ous and than at the North.

There considerable firnme in the
mountain part of tho county. Besides
the smaller varieties, deer are ireqnenr,
and etc., are some-
times met with.

The oounty rests limestone for-

mation. Gypsum abounds in ia
the hills.

The "ugly names" of certain locali-
ties of the will be apt attract
tho notice of the reader. The worst of
these is "Dead Man's
oalling upas does, a recollec-
tion of a period, seems greatly

be should entirely ana icr-ey- er

out and forgotten,
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Adjoining Counties.

Among the of Hays
County., not the least is the fact that
it is by other counties

and

east lies xravis, contammg tne otate
Capital, Austin. Southeast lie Cald

steadily
county towns, Lockhart
the now station

cn the and
San Antonio railroad, while Lulins

Caldwell Guad- - in
alupe are also stations on the same
road. On tho southwest we have
Comal, with its

eighteen miles from Son
3Iarco3 on the to San

place of some 2,500
centre cf large and Ger-
man busy seat
trade, and industry.
To the northwest lies Blanco, one
the most thrifty, romantic and

of cur Mountain counties.
Taiing the entire six counties under
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It is located on the International
& Groat Northern Railroad, about

midway between Austin, the capital- 'A

of the Statd, and San thirty
1 m It. J t Mlmues irom mo lormer, ananity irom

the latter. It is only oighteen miles

from Kingsbury, on tho
Harrisburpr San Antonio Railroad.

It is a thrifty growing town, with al

most every branch of trade and in

dustry represented. It also contains

six organized churches, viz: Meth-

odist, Christian, Baptist, Presbyterian,

Episcopalian and Catholic, besides

two or three colored churches, and

one principal Institution of learning

ing lodges of Masons Udd J? eilows,

etc. The situation of the town is

Coronal Institue besides other

private schools. There are flourish- -

unlike that of any other we have

seen. About one half of the corpor

ate limits lie in the mountains and

this is the favorite portion for private

residences, being cooler, more sightly

and as well as exempt from

mud and dust. From any point of

approach the view of the town is very

fine, resembling the Swis3 villages of

;he Alpine rerfon, only lacking the

towering mountains. As long ago as

1875 a resident celebrated her charms

and anticipated her future as follows:

he:

ti

Sba boldt, by Haturt' partial grace,

Io Texaa broad, a pcerlnu plac

Hera glorloni river-aprin- gi 10 bright,

Af par at biaren, ai clear a light,

Her tmtllnff plaint and woodland bowen,

Voeal with bird aud gemmed with flower.

Her mountains standing guard around-- All

point lifher a chosen ground,

But not for nature's oharma alone

She stands confessed from zona to xone,

Bnt for the worth and tmth as well

Of thoao who iu her preciuts dwell ;

Her Talinnt aons dougliteis fai- r- .

In loveliness beyond comparo

Their various gifts of heart and mind,

Of manoem simple, yet reHuod,

These give her jot a higher clulra

To noble and enduring l.ime.

San Marcos I with prophetic eye

Thy lnture progress I descry,

When kindred souls shall tironKiug come

To make thy lovely huunts their home ;

When all the wide spread prairies ronud

Shall smile ad cultivaied ground ;

When mansions fair shall line thy streets,

And grace thy heights ns seats ;

When ready art and skill shall brinK

The waters of thy matchless spring,

And forth the sparkling tribuio pour,

As free as light, at every door,

Till streets and grounds are bright arrayc J

In graceful gnrb of grateful shads

KecalliDg Eden's fruits and Sowers

To cbarni the lingering summer hours ;

When Learning's temples shall arise,;

And cloudy columns the skies

From mills and factories far and uoar

All this shall swiftly follow here

The advent of tho Iron Horse-- All

this, and more, attends hi coarse-M- ore

than the burd may write or dreaa

Waits on the wondrous power of steam ;
God grant that ore another year
Hisjwakening scream our vales may hear I

TK7 .7 eow.nlw CIV r.lllt niUCh Ol

,he anticipation bis already
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era began with the fall of of low
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The in5us of

indi-e-d souls," the subjugation w

caaA T,-v'in-ps ronna 3?

cultivated ground," the mansions fair

lining tiie streets, ana giwp
ights as country Beats, the ranfc- -

of the waters ot "ner iuac
r-r- r Arnr: all these S3

rinafions for S.an Maroos and vi- -

itv are actuaUy being realised.
teniples," the nai!J

factories." "all this and more

swifty foHow here" no further r.cs

tion of it whatever.
But we are getting ja?t a

of our story. "e,.me3f
a a iiuu r- - .

Our school fund at presf-n- i --
wisely as we think, divided up a-'- -the

various private 00.;,j
farities for u aching the
number cf fn scbors -


